Tourette syndrome attributed to frontal lobe dysfunction: numerous etiologies involved.
The etiology of Tourette Syndrome (TS) according to prevailing views is unknown; there is evidence for both familial and sporadic cases. The author theorizes that abnormal discharges in the frontal lobes comprise the "final common dysfunction" that results in numerous phenomena labelled Tourette syndrome. Facial, vocal, and other motor symptoms of TS are catalogued in parallel with facial, vocal, and body movements that occur during frontal lobe seizures. The variety of etiologies that cause frontal lobe seizures--when applied to TS--can account more readily for heterogeneity of clinical presentations, the numerous "dual diagnosis" cases, and differential response to medication than can a single-gene theory.